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The JAPANESE GIANTS FAN LETTER is produced bi-monthly by Brad Boyle 


iiichisan Ave. in Salt Lake City, 


Strect in Jackson Heights, 
issue iss noel} vol. 1 


ile 
his 
is a vey special issue of JGFL. why? B 
to both JGL and JG, Brad's annual fanz 
be two or 


Utah 64198 and by me, David iilnor at 


iY. 11572. JGFL is published by Brad 


Welcome to my page of JGFL. As you've probably noticed by, now, this 


ecause it's purpose is to introduce _you 
ine, In the future, however, JGFL vA 


So paz eS long, contrary to vhat Brad printed in JG #3 


Those of you who subscribed to Rich Campbell's The GODZILLA FAN LET 


TIR will recognize a few Similarities D 
did i "svipe” TGFL's format? I had been 


etween TGFL and. my pase of JGFL. Why 
thinking of doing TGFL on my ovm, when 


JG. #5 arrived in the mail, I read Brad's editorial about 2 bi-monthly nevws-sh- 
ect, and wrote him with the idea, He liked it, and here it is, in print, 
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LON critique, 
any abbyork or 


e_srhere in 
articles you can send in 


ee as e ee eee 


NEY NES 
1974's GODZILLA VS, MECHA-GOD- 
ZILLA, released here by Cinema Shares 


under the tiile e of GODZII ILIA VS, THE BI- 


ONLC MONSTER vill be Sho: vins in New 
York City on Roy 27th. Those of you in 
Pittsburg should get to see the film in 
carly July s 

Marvel Comics, publisher of 
the ' "GODZILLA EING OF THE MONSTERS” 
comic, is trying to get the rights to 


do other Japanese monsters in comics 
form, I suzsest -ritings to Marvel at 
575 Liadison Ave. in WeY.Ce, N.Y... 10022. 
Tell larvel that you think getting othe 
cr Japanese monsters in cor ics form is 
a Food idea, Ghd that you think it vous 
ld sell well 

1972's GOJIRA TAI GAIGAN has 
been bought by-Cinema Shares} The doal 
took place in early lay., It will be 
reLeased in Charl otte, NC. on August 
19 under the name of GODZILLA ON LON- 
STIR ISLAND (don't ask me vhy). Stills, 
pressbooks, and one-sheets vill soon be 
available from Donald L. Velde, inc. 
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like to hear from you, about this page and the|GODZILLA VS. 


LEGA- 


this issue. Also, I'IL be nore than happy to print 


» Hope-to see you in bno- qouths. 
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GODZILLA'S ORIGIN 


In TGFL, issue #5 (its 
tast) Rich Campbell printed Stan 
geal theory as to the origin 

Godzilla, It says that Godzilla 
VEB trapped (by Chidrah) in lava 
and inya vas to, until 1954 when 
they vere freed by nuclear tests, 
The "Godzilla... comic differs 
pon this theory, and using the 


operite a theory of ry OYN. 
seer iJe is the inter- 

mediéry animal, between the Sea 
and land Living rep tile, Ife hatch- 
ed during the Permian Beriod, 259- 
209 million ye@rs ago, He srer to 
& size of 4 meters, and mated, His 
Spouse laid Several eggs on SolgeL 
Island, A nassive earthquake Lage 
— and Godzilla and tinya’ 8 eg 

trapped beneath the ocean's 
Ponk in an air-tight pocket. In 
1954 a mel ear test took place and 
the tro monsters were released, Th 
ey had been enlarged by the radio- 
activity and Godzilla butied the 


ezg on Sdizel Island, He thenereturned to his home, Japan, and found millions 


of insect-Sized people, Infuriated because of what they had done to his hone, 
Godzilla bezan des troying them, In 1955 he shrank from 129 to 50 meters bec- 
ause the effects of the radioactivity pé 
his save of des tructi on until 1965 

nis ene. In 1967 linya hatched, and ° 
island, 
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If you are looking for a correspondent , 


whe 


you have, and 





nat you're Looking for, and I 


art ially vore off. Godzilla continucd 


when Lothra convinced hin that lien yvasn't 


assay 


the tyo now Live on 0g ara- lionster 
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yrite me vith @ list of vhat 


TILIL Secf I can natch you up vith 


Someone vho has vhat you're looking for. Miso, if you have anything for sale, 
ad rates are & mere one penny per vord- addresses are five cents. Prices count 
as one word. 


GHIDRAH, THE THRER-HEADED MONSTER 


Ghidrah, also known as King Ghidorah and Monster Zero, has appeared 
in five different films to date. They include GHIDRAH, THE THREE-HEADED MONST- 
ER, MONSTER ZERO, DESTROY ALL MONSTERS, GODGILLA ON MONSTER ISLAND, and GODZI- 
TRA VS. THE BIONIC MONSTER, In this article I'll be talking about tro things. 
Ghidrah hinself, and his role in the films he has appeared in, 


Ghidrah is 100 meters (328.1 
feet) tall, This no@surenent is to the 
tips of his wings, His heads, when ex- 
tended upright, are about 70 meters 
(229.67 feet) hich, Ghidrah has a ving- 
span of 150 meters (492,15'feet) and he 
has a flying speed of mach 3 (1,950 :=" 
mph). Ghidrah weighs 30,000 tons, 

Ghidr@h has three heads, each 
displaying @ pair of eyes, & pair of | 
nostrils, @ mouth containing spike-sha- 
ped teeth and a tongue, and several cox 
cornute projections, Inbetween Ghide-2' 
rah's heads and his necks Chidra@h dis- 
plays a clump of hair, Thus, he must be 
classified as 2 mémmnil-revtile, since 
Ghidrah exhibits scales on the renain- 
der of his body. Ghicrah's three necks 
display a scaly exterior, 2 row of fi- 
ns on top, and & closely-packed row of. 
rectanzular-~shaped sc&les on the under- 
Side. Each neck is @pproximetely 15 me» 
ters (49.215 feet) lonz. 

Ghidréh's necks lead to his 
chest; he has ns Shoulders, There he 
displays two bumps, extending outvard 
to the side, Ghidrah has tvo massive 
vings. They Sre connected to his body. 
at a point on his back; not his sides, 
Ghidréh's Legs are thick, and they 
are connected to his body at a rel- 
atively low point, His feet are ex. 
trenely sreli, and each foot displays 
four toes, Ghidrah has two tails- each 
is 25 meters (82,025 feet) long, At the 
ends of his tails, Ghidrah displays ses 
ts of spikes, 

Ghidrah's epidermal layer is 
scaly, and it is gold-colored, The hair 
behind Ghidrah's heads and his wings ar 
are broymish in color, Ghidrah can emit 
deadly electrical rays from his three 
mouths. , 
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GHIDRAH, THE THREE~HEADED 
MONSTER (1965) was the first film to 
star Ghidrah, Ghidrah appears on the 
arth in a meteor, It is discovered 
that he had appeared on lars millions 
of years ago and that he had destroy- 
ed the highly advanced civilization 
that had flourished on that planet, 
Ghidrah begins destroying Japan, Mo- 
thra prepares to fight the mighty . 
three-headed alien, but Ghidrah blasi 
sts him into the air vith his electi- 
ical ray. Godzilla and Rodan soon | 
join in the battle against Ghidrah, 
Godzilla keeps Ghidrah busy on the 
ground, while Mothra (atop Rodan) 
traps him in his silk cocoon-stuff, 
Ghidrah flies off into space, 

MONSTER ZINO (1969) vas oni 
Ghidrah's second film, In it, it is 
discovered that the people of Planet 
X are being pestered by Ghidrah, They 
ask our helps send Godzilla and Rodan 
to defcat Ghidrah, It is later disco- 
vered that the \ians are using Godzi- 
lta (Zero-One}, Rodan (Zero-Tro), and 
Ghidrah (Zero) to aid in their attack 
on the Ferth. Ye break the Xians'* 
control over the monsters, using.sou- 
nd, Godzilla and Rodan soon drive 
Ghidrah off the Earth, again, 

Next was DESTROY ALD Mon. 
STERS (1969}. In it, the Kilaaks (an- 
other group of aliens trying to take 
over the Earth) use Ghidreh to fight 
the "good" monsters of Ferth,. Mothra 
and Spiga trap Ghidrah in their webs 
while Godzilla and Gorosaurus beat 
tvo of Ghidrah's heads to pulp, Minya 
finishes the job by strangling Ghi- 
drah’s last head with his radioactive 
Smoke-rings, 

Number four in the series 
vas GODZILLA ON MONSTER ISLAND, In it 


@liens from Space Il use Ghidrah and Gigan to take over the Earth. Godzilla and 
Angilas, after a tremendous strugzle, defeat the tyo alien monsters, 

> Ghidreh’s Latest, GODZILLA VS. THE BIONIC MONSTER, involves ape-Like 
aliens, Ghidrah is in this one, but since I haven't seen it yet I don’t know 
how he fits in, Forrest Samples, a fellow fan, says that Ghidrah is in a women 
an's vision of destraction to come, According to Forry, he doesn't fizht any- 
One, memenne Ree eee nen ae =---------- Hope you've liked my page, See you soon, 








Hello! Welcome to the first issue of the Japanese Giants Fan Letter. 
Hopefully, JGFL will serve as an outlet for excess articles and art sent 
to me. Also, it is to keep you up to date with the most current happings 
in the realm of Godzilla and Co. 

About issue four. It will be out later this year and will contain 
features like: MOTHRA cover by Tim Johnson, a:comparison and critique 
between GODZILLA VS. MEGALON & GODZILLA VS, THE BIONIC MONSTER by Mark 
Rainey, a chart of monster footprints by Bill Gudmundson, YUSHA RAIDEEN: 
the best animated Japanese cartoon? by Dan Briggs, a review of the RODAN 
model by Peter Brothers, Part two of the MOTHRA filmbook, reviews of 
the first three issues of Marvel's GODZILLA comic, an artide on the 
Japanese cartoons, a two color centerfold of GODZILLA VS. MEGALON, letters, 
news, trivia, great art, and more. So if you haven't reserved it, you 
can for $1.00. 

Speaking of #4, I'm going to be offering free classifieds in it (well, 
almost) Just send me your classified and a 13¢ stamp, and I'll see it 
reaches the pages of JG. Hurry though, if you want it in #4. 

A couple of things I would liked cleared up. First, I'll be happy 
to answer your questions on or about Japanese monsters. All I ask is that 
you send a S.A.S.E (I'll get to that later). And your questions are wen 
needed! I've been thinking about useing them in a sort of information 
center where your questions are answered in the pages of JG. OK, thats 


settled. Now, it seems I've been useing the abbreviation S.A.SE. thinking 

readers knew what it meant. But as I've found, a lot don't. It simply 

means a self-addressed stamped envelope. Another abbreviation people 

have been having problems with is LOC. It means letter of Comment. OK? 
Has anybody seen or heard anything about the movieINFRAMNAN? I saw 

it about a year ago end haven't heard any more of it. 


A couple of new fanzines on the 
Japanese genre has surfaced, and 
I feel it is every Japanese movie 
fans duty to support them. The 
more fanzines, the more variety. 
They are: 

JAPAN'S GIANT MONSTERS-60¢ 
Don MacGillivary 

P.O. Box 285 

Lafeyette, Oregan 97127 
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-and- 


GIANT JAPANESE MONSTERS 
$1.25 

Dan Murray 

41 Maple Street 

Gardiner, Me., 04343 














And for you who don't 
Know about the best filmzine 
on Japanese monster flicks: 








JAPANESE FANTASY FILM JOURNAL 
$1.00 for the upcoming 
issue #12 

Greg Shoemaker 

3235 Collingwood Blva., 

Toledo, Ohio 43610 










See you next issue of JGFL & 
JG four. 









































A MISIT TQ THE 


PREMIER 


BY TONY P. 


I couldn't believe that right in front of me, on Wednesday nignt 
of July 14th, was a newspaper ad as big as life sponsoring Godzilla vs. 
Megalon. I carefully read the ad and I noted that the film would 
premier on the 21st, just one week away. And so, I began to patiently 
wait out the week. Soon, a television commercial appeared showing scenes 
from the movie. ANTICIPATION! !!! The 19th, the 20th, and finally the 
2Zist. I woke up very early that morning and ran to my local store to 
buy a newspaper. Locating the movie listings, I stumbled upon another 
ad, bigger than the last one. Running my finger down the page, I 
noticed that the closest movie theatre the film was playing at was the 
Grand Avenue Cinema in Baldwin, New York. And so, I called up the 
theatre and recieved this recorded message: "This is a recorded message 


from the Grand Avenue Theatre. This week we are proud to give a science 
fiction presentation of Godzilla vs. Megalon and our second feature, 
King Kong Escapes., Godzilla will be shown at one o'clock and four-fifteen. 
Kone will be shown at two thirty. The exit for the matinee is five-forty. 
Godzilla will be here in person for the matinee performance. Godzilla 
vs. Megaion will be shown tonight at seven-fifteen and ten twenty-five. 
King Kong Escapes at eight forty-five. This show is rated PG. If you 
desire further info, please call two-two-three-two-three-two-four after 
one PM, and thank you for calling." 

So, a double feature. I rushed right over to the movie house, armed 


with my camera. Immediately, I began to take photographs. The line 
started forming with me at the front! Once the doors opened, I went in- 
side and began to look for any free merchandise being given away. No 
sooner had I started looking when I heard a commotion at the door. I 
turned and was met with the mighty sight of Godzitla. I couldn't unmask 
him because I might have disapointed all the little kiddies that were 
actually frightened by this pale faced imatation. It didn't even look 
like Godzilla; it had a hairy body and its head was from none other than 
Star Trek (a Gorn Mask). It had a chain around its neck (meaning it had 
escaped from somewhere -- probably Monster Island). Never the less, it 
was a great publicity stunt, and I have to admit that the fellow looked 
Kinda cute standing in his paper 
mache cave. The kids were asking 
all kinds of embarrassing 
questions like: "Why are you 
wearing shoes?" The ushers would 
interject and say "They're not 
shoes, they're Godzilla feet!" 
Tne admission price was great; 
only a buck for a double feature. 
I sat down in the center section 


and waited.... 


GODTILA 


“MEGALONS 
ALL NEW 
NEVER BEFORE SEEN! 





Nuclear bomb explosions in the mid- 
Pacific region is not uncommon. The last 
such shock occured on a tiny atoll. The 
shock waves were felt far and wide. Even 
„| Monster Island, the home of Godzilla, Ro- 
dan, and Angilas is disturbed. How long 
can man play with the fire of the Gods? 
What will be the aftermath? 

In Japan, Goro Ibuki, his brother Koksa, 
and their friend, who is a race car driver, are 
enjoying a picnic lunch on the bank of a lake. Suddenly, the earth starts 
to tremble and quake. A great whirlpool appears in the middle of the lake. 
All of the water soon disappears into great cracks formed in the lakebed. 
What was once a proud lake is now little more than a puddle. 

Qn the way home, the trio learn that the quake was caused by the 
powerful atomic explosion in the Pacific. Ibuki is disgusted by mankind's 
cruel abuse of Mother Earth, and the folly of atomic tests. Upon their 
arrival home, Roksa discovers that the door to their home is open! 
BURGLARS! They sneak into the house and turn on the lights and find the 
house in shambles. Then two caucasians appear from the next room and gas 
the three into unconsciousness. Ibuki's friend pursues the two in his 
car, but loses them when they throw an incendiary grenade into the road. 

Meanwhile, Ibuki and Roksa begin the task of cleaning up. Roksa 
discovers a funny powder under a book. Ibuki's friend has this analized, 
as well as a button one of the intruders left behind. Both are discovered 
to be made of the same substance; a sand from a strata of rock millions 
of miles below the surface of the sea. Ibuki then goes on to finish his 
greatest creation; a robot cyborg! On the day of completion, his friend 
comes over to view this fantastic product of a genius. Little do they 
know, however, that Ibuki's lab had been bugged by the intruders on the 
night of their raid. They arrive at Ibuki's house, and once again gas 
the three heroes. They then report back to their base of operation- 
SEATOPIA! It seems that nuclear bomb tests in the Pacific have been 
damaging the underwater world of Seatopia, and so the Seatopians are now 
taking action. They have decided to attack the surface in retribution for 
the vast damage caused by surface-living mankind. In order to do this, 
they are summoning their guardian, Megalon, to the surface of the earth. 
Ibuki's cyborg will guide the beast to Tokyo, and Megalon will begin its 
career of death and devastion 

Meanwhile, Ibuki and his brother have been sealed inside a metal 
container and are going to be dumped into the Pacific where Seatopian 
agents will pick them up and take them to their underwater domimion. 

The racing car driver is tied up in Ibuki's house, where one of the 
Seatopians is guiding Megalon to Tokyo by means of the cyborg. He escapes, 
and heads out to save his friends. Seatopian agents are dispatched to 
catch him, but he eludes them all. The truck carring Ibuki and Roksa has 
come to a halt near a dam. Megalon arrives, as does the race car driver. 
The truck drivers panic, and force the race car driver 

to hand over his car. He is now faced with the 
problem of moving the truck, which is stalled. 

Megalon destroys the dam, and swats the 

metal container into the air. It lands 

several hundred yards away, breaks open, 
and releases an unconscious Ibuki and 

Roksa. Meanwhile, Megalon is following 
the cyborg to Tokyo. The military begin to 
prepare to halt the beast before he reaches 
Japan's number one metropolis. To do this, they 














are going to employ some of the most powerful weapons 





in Japan's arsenal. Tanks, lasers, rockets, and missles are all brought up 
to stem the upcoming tide. The troops are assembled, the machines ready. 
All they have to do now is wait..... 

The gargantuan body of Megalon appears in the distance. Filled with 
antcipation, the men crouch in their trenches, fingering their weapons. 
FIRE! Megalon is met with a lethal greeting of bombs and shells. Lasers 
open up on him, and dig into his unholy flesh. Megalon can take no more. 
Summoning his last bit of energy, he attacks. Deadly rays flash from his 
antenne. From his gaping maw comes fire bombs. The entire military 
operation is wiped out. 

While this is going on, Ibuki regains control over the robot by 
means of a special transmitter he had built into the pendant he wears. 

He instructs the robot (which he has named Jet Jaguar) to go to Monster 
Island and seek out Godzilla for help. The Seatopians learn of Jet 
Jaguar's mission and they ask for assistance from the Hunter Nebula. 

The beings there decide to send Gigan to assist Megalon in his coming 
battle with Godzilla. Megalon is now working blindly towards Tokyo. 
Suddenly, Jet Jaguar takes off without orders. Ibuki suspects that the 
creature's special independant thinking unit is in operation against the 
evil Seatopians. Jet Jaguar flies to Megalon and lands directly in 

front of the monster. Suddenly, Jet Jaguar begins to grow and grow! 

Soon he is the size of Megalon and the two creatures begin to battle. 

Jet Jaguar is more than a match for Megalon, but when Gigan arrives, the 
tables are turned. Jet Jaguar is badly ... j ; 
beaten, and it looks like ne has meet GIANT AGAINST GIANT... the ultimate battle! 
his doom when all of a sudden, Godzilla ae 
arrives to assist in the crusade : 
against Seatopia. Once again the 
tables are turned and Godzilla and Jet & 
Jaguar emerge victorious over the € 










forces of evil. Megalon retreats to 
Seatopia and Gigan returns to the 
Hunter Nebula in defeat. The monster 
heroes shake hands. Godzilla then 
returas to Momster Island, and Jet 
Jaguar shrinks back to normal size 
and returns to Ibuki's lab. Earth 

is at peace again. 












RIGHT: The 
cover of the 
GODZILLA VS. 
MEGALON comic 
book released 
with the movie. 
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REVENGE 
ONTO NSE 


Japan is attacked by the robot Godzilla, Mecha-Godzilla 2, who 
destroys all in his path. Godzilla appears in the city and attacks 
the robot. He manages to blow it to bits with his radio-active fire. 

A submarine traveling far below the surface of the water searches 
our the bottom with sonar. Suddenly it is attacked by the sea monster 
Chitanosaurus, a hugh monster who whips up storms with its tail. The 
fate of the submarine seems hopeless when the sonar beacon is ac- 
cidentally switched on. The sound waves stun the monster and send it 
toe Se full report of the creature is made to the Japanese scientific 
council, 

Far beneath the sea, the Mu Empire has gained a valuable scientist, 
one who was rejected by the island country of Japan. The Mus, who have 
control over Chitanosaurus, send it to the surface to destroy Japan. 
Meanwhile, the repairs on Mecha-Godzilla 2 are completed. 

In Tokyo, Chitanosaurus wreaks havoc as he tears the city to bits. 
The defense force attempts to destroy the beast, but all is in vain. 
During the battle, a member of the defense force rescues a strange and 
beatiful girl. Chitanosaurus is suddenly confronted by Gedzilla, who 
fires his lethal fire at the sea behemoth. 

The science group has developed a high pitched sound machine. It 
is turned on, and the sound waves drive the beast back into the sea. 
Everyone cheers in victory, but the girl who was rescued ig strangly 
silent. She then turns and runs to the edge of a cliff overlooking 
the sea. The men run after her, and a beam of light comes from her 
eyes. One of the men fires, and she falls into the sea. 

A few days later, the man who rescued the girl sees her again 
and follows her into the woods. Mu agents capture the hero, and take 


him to their underwater kingdom. The 
girl is streched out on an operating 
table and cut open to reveal metal 
circuits and devices. She is an 
android. 

Mecha-Godzilla 2 and Chitandé- 
sarus are sent to Japan to finish 
their reign of terror. Mecha- 
Godzilla 2 fires rays from his eyes, 
missiles from his neck, hands, feet 
and kneecaps. His chest opens to let 
forth still more rays. In other 
words, he is almost invincible. 

The sound device used to drive 
off Chitanosaurus has broken down, 
and the two beasts continue to 
destroy all in sight. Once again, 
Godzilla appears in the city and a 
titanic battle ensues. Mecha- 
Godzilla blasts Godzilla with the 
jets on his feet and the rays from 


his chest. 


Bill Gudmundson 








Back in Mu headquarters, the hero escapi is bonds. While 
trying to call for safty, a Mu agent seas him jut he is shot by 
the android girl, who seems to be somehow in love with the hero. 
As she tries to protect him, she is shot herself. She crawls to 
the controls to Mecha-Godzilla 2 in an effortt to stop it. She 
flips switches and dials hoping to turn off the robot. 

Godzilla has almost been defeated by the two enemys.. Mecha- 
Godzilla 2 is poised in a position to kill Godzilla, 

Meanwhile, the girl hits a self-destruct button and she is 
blown to bits. 

Mecha-Godzilla 2 stops in mid swing, his hand poised directly 
above Godzilla's head. The girl android was the control for 
MechasGodzilla 2. Godzilla springs up, knocking the inert robot to 
the ground. However, Chitanosaurus attacks Godzilla. But the 
sound machine is repaired and turned on. The vibrations and God- 
Zilla's radioactive fire defeat the creature. 

The hero stands off to the side as the Mu Empire blows up in 
a nuclear holocast, taking with it the android he had fallen in 
love with. a 

The preceding description was taken from my "MERA-GOJIRA NO 
GYAKUSHU" comic book, and is not completly accurate. This is 
basicallywhat the the film is about, but is based on my ap- 
proximation of what is going on in the comic book. However, this 
should give some of you a slight idea as to what the film is like. 

The new monster, Chitanosaurus, looks basically like a dino- 
saur with large fins on his back. His tail has a fan on the end. 
In color he is red and yellow, with yellow plates on his chest. 
Mecha-Godzilla 2 looks basically the same as the first, with only 
minor changes. 

FUATUKING: 


Special Photo Gallery - The Avengers 
Portfolio...The Seven Year Plague 

Phenomenon (or look what's crawling 
towards you)...Cryptside Comments (A 


A brand new horror and 
monster movie fanzine ... serious look at Night of the Living 
\ Horrible Triple 


COMPLETELY PRINTED ... Dead, plus more)...A 
READY FOR MAILING ....... Feature (Ground, Embalmed, and Buried) 


eocPULLY OFFSET ccccccees ..-Movie Promotion Ads...Night 5 (Or 
Loaded with pictures and can Carl Kolchak keep chasing creatures) 
exhibits. .. Lost Continent. 


THE HEARSE DELIVERS ....? 


Plus the opportunity for you to 
contribute your writing and artistic 
talents to help me make THD better 
each issue. lore details in issue #1. 


Cost - 1.25 per issue. Please don't 
send in more than #1 because I can only 
plan one issue st a time until TID 

gets established (Also, why should you 
risk more until you see the product?). 


Please do send in :3/.25, Bob Esposito 


Give THD a try. 1640 N. parkside 
Chicago, Ill. 60639 





